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Vol. XV January 15, 1947 Noe 2 
JUVENILE SU PPLEMEFRT: Fo. 2 
In Collaboration With Nina Schneider 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Adshead, Gladys, L. & SEVENTEEN TO SING Oxford 
Shapiro, George H. $2.50 


This could be double listed here and under the Parents & leachers heading. 
Definitely it is a book to use with children, and it was developed as such in the North 
Shore Country Day School, in Winnetka. Material for holideys is needed to supplement 
traditional special day songs, and here are seventeen such songs for Easter, Christmas, 
Hallowe'en, Thanksgiving, Valentine's Day, as well as songs keyed to the mood of snowy 
days and sunny days, spring days and winter days. Some are at four year old level; 
others appeal to children as advanced as sixth graders. They lack, perhaps, the refresh- 
ing originality of Keep Singing, Keep ilumming by Bradford and Woodruff (Scott), but may 
have a wider range of appeal in more orthodox schools. The verses have considerable 
freshness; the music seems melodious and singadle; the accompaniments are simple enough 
for the average range of the not too skilled adult. Decie Merwin has done decorative 
headings in her popular (if somewhat sentimental) style. Two color (pinke which suggest- 
ed a baby book at first glance), binding and jacket in pink. Cloth (1/23) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Johnson, Margaret S. & JOEY AND PATCHES: 4 Tale of Iwo kittens Mor row 
Helen Lossing | 32200 


A kitten primer, for second year readers, written and illustrated by a team 
popular through many years for their dog and horse stories (many with historical and 
regional backgrounds). This is- I think- their first book for this age level, and is 
printed in clear large type with ample white space. The story tells of two six-weeks- 
old kittens, as they emerge with strongly individual characteristics in their adven- 
tures. Patches was gentle; Joey too lively for the Kent's household. Sweet Spanish 
Flash becomes a friend, but the old cat scorns them. Joey's venturesome spirit serves 
his family well, as he discovers a fire and rouses the family - and so wins a right to 
the house again. Detailed drawings by Margaret S. Johnson follow the text closely. 
Yellow and grey jacket. Cloth binding. (2/19) 


FICTION FOR THE 8 to 11's 





Bowen, Betty Morgan MILO'S NEW WORLD Longmans, Green 
$2200 
* A good story dealing with one of our post-war world's serious problems, the 


problems of the displaced persons ("D.P's"), The setting is the internee settlement at 
Fort Ontario in upper New York state. The story involves children of many nations and 
their little adventures with their pets, highlighted against the troubled, unhappy back- 
ground of insecurity, homelessness, barbed wire enclosures, and the ever-present fear of 
weing sent back to a burnt out land and to memories they wanted to forgete Milo, hero 
of the story, &® mixed-background boy whose mother is missing and whose father was seized 
dv Nazi troopers, longs to be free and safe and able to start a new life with his young 
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sisters and brothers. The real problems of their acceptance by the commnity, their ad- 
justment to the neighbors, are necessarily settled on a somewhat simple level, And possi- 
_ bly only adult readers will fully appreciate the conscious problems of the children's 
© deeper adjustments. But- all in all- it is a very human story, as Milo rescues a kitten, 
finds a dog, makes American friends (who help him see the good of America), plays super 
baseball, and is in the end triumphant in the solution of the main problem. Sound ine 
troduction to young Americans. Lively line illustrations by the author. (3/5)/ 

































TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - FICTION 


Mason, Miriam E. THE MIDDLE SISTER Macmillan > 
$1.50 
* This was originally scheduled for fall publication and reported as follows:- 


"The Glosbrenner family is as nice a family as you could find. When they moved west to 
Minnesota, each child took a treasure and Sarah Samantha, the middle sister, took her 
apple tree. How the apple tree and Sarah Samantha prospered is told in episodes brief 
enough and exciting enough to carry seven and eight year olds along, on the crest of a 
good story. Large clear type, second and third grade vocabulary, good early Minnesota 
background material, and amusing illustrations make this a successful addition to the 
ever=-populer ‘might be true when you were a little girl' tales." (3/e) 

2 


Spérry, Armstrong THE RAIN FOREST Macmillen 
Ill'd by author $2200 
* Another title shifted from Fall to this date, reported 9/1/46 as follows:- 


"The Rain Forest of Papua has a treasure that a few seek,- the King of Saxony Bird of 
Paradise. The young white boy, with a native guide, sets out to find his father who 
is deep in the forest, Pygmy cannibals, pythons, en eerie atmosphere, sensitivity to 
é the unusuel environment, and good values distinguish this book from the average trop- 
ical adventure story. Local native gendarmes, colorful characters, go through brush 
and jungle thicket to get their man, which - in this case~ turns out to be an entire 
pygmy settlement. Interesting background for a good yarn by a favorite author. (3/4) 


Ish-Kishor, Judith ADVENTURES IN PALESTINE Messner 
$2.00 
* Timely and surprisingly unpartisan in dealing with an inflemmeble issue, this 


is a good story with a well-sustained and credible plot. Three l3«year old boys are 
thrown together by circumstance and propinquity,- a Jew, an Arab, an English boy. They 

learn to respect each other and fuse a fine friendship when they pool their gifts to 
find a young Palestinian girl who has been kidnapped by the irate and wealthy Arab land- 
owner who objects to Jewish-Arab colonization and irrigation of a broken-down strip of 
land. He is bent on driving out the farmer Arabs who have settled and worked the land 
his forebears wasted. The well that the engineers are drilling is sabotaged; the Jewish 
girl stolen. A fascinating journey through the Holy Land in search of the girl provided 
in a natural way an interesting "tour". Bits of history, social conditions, peoples, 
and thrilling geography combine with a good tale, which has a happy ending as the boys 
outwit the Arab robber-baron, and recover the girl. The Arab-Jewish well is dug, water 
flows again to the shrivelling orange trees, two peoples find common aspirations through 
mutual good will. Fine feeling for region and people. In format the book will be similar 
to Adventure in Tunisia. Illustrated by Margaret Ayer. (March) 


Layton, Merk SILVER SPURS Me. S. Mill 
$2.00 (y 

@ This- for the eerly teens- could classify as a Western, an adventure story of the | 
© type that holds fascination for boys of this age. There are phases of the story that di- 
verge from an otherwise fairly typical plot, involving Jeff Radway's progress in bringing 
a poor Montana ranch into line as a paying proposition. Missing cattle, a mysterious 
Pinkerton man, squatters and bad men, wonderful dogs and a successful bringing of crimin- 
als to justice supply all the ingredients for a readable yarn. One unusual phase is the 
approach to the question of the Chinese immigrants at the turn of the century- a challeng- 
ing scrutiny. (3/5) ! 
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Sattley, Helen R. THE YOUNG BARBARIANS yee 
: 2.200 

Young sixteens and slightly mature thirteen and fourteen-year olds will find 
this story of a very glamorous younger set entertaining reading. Adults will feel, per- 
haps, that both characters and situations are somewhat contrived. Penny and Barbara are 
high school juniors, the pivots of their "set". Barbara has a stepmother situation to 
solve, and a lerger-than-normal quote of affairs of the heart. For more than half the 
story, the girls rampage to small profit through mass entertaining, dating, expensive 
snacks, etc. And then they turn serious, adopt an orphanage, face soberly problems of 
petting, dressing, eventual marriage, new babies in the family. The solutions are over- 
simplified, but there's enough realistic dating talk, food talk and game talk to com- 
pensate for lack of compelling action. There are better books. (3/55 


Dean, Leon W. PIRATE LAIR Rinehart 
$2.00 
This is a disappointing jumble of hackneyed plot situations and people with- 
out any balance in enlightening research to give freshness to the settings. From Vermont, 
hard-bitten, tough and honest, to foul Tripoli of vicious Turks and dank cisterns and 
man-eating dogs - the story of double dealing, treachery and dark plots takes the reader. 
An ex-German mercenary of Revolutionary War days and his son betray their Vermont neigh- 
bors; Indian massacre- inspired by the traitors- break up the Tellier family; young 
Darius sets out on a series of Hairbreadth Harry adventure, with a mysterious companion, 
who eventually turns out to be a Tellier, and- with the wicked Bredt's deathbed confess- 
ion, wins the right to his name and the hand of the girl he loves. Along with the ques- 
tionable value of such elaborate plotting, there is the further undesirability of too 
evident sectional provincial arrogance, and the concept of white protestant superiority... 
Leon Dean has done better in earlier books, (3/27) 


Sprague, Rosemary NORTHWARD TO ALBION Roy 
$2.50 
* Postponed from Fall to February - originally reported as follows:- "An unusual 
era in history which fills a real need in school and library, is this story of the found- 
ing of Britain by the Trojan warriors. Young Bruttys, Prince of Troy, has long been the 
subject of dispute as to authenticity of the legend which links- in historical continuity- 
the story of the fall of Troy with the founding of Britannia. In any case, here- so far 
as I know, is the first retelling of this legend as an exciting tale of adventure for 
modern youth. Bruttys is forced to flee when he accidentally wounds and kills his father. 
With a loyal band and a young lad who thinks he is his brother, he makes his way across 
sea and land to the country later known as England. Well-told and good reading. 24 ile 
lustrations by Kurt Werth." (2/28) 





TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - NON-FICTION 


Galt, Tom HOW THE UNITED NATIONS WORKS Crowell 
$2.00 
Librarians, social studies' teachers and parents will welcome for this age 
group this excellent presentation of the workings of the U.N. organizetion. (And un- 
questionably many adults will find it helpful.) The analogies used in explaining the 
aims of U.N. are clearly conceived and interestingly developed. The functions of the 
body, its weapons and limitations are given due emphasis. The U.S.A. is shown as one 
member of an international organization for international welfare, rather than as a 
powerful ruler seeking national gains. In general a sound, hopeful outlook, as well 
& as an exceedingly valuable book of factual data. An extensive index adds to its refer- 
ence value, and illustrations by Norman Tate give it a lively flavor. (March) 
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Novikoff, Alex FROM HEAD TO FOOT; Our Bodtes & How They Work International 


There is a market for a simple physiology text for this age level - the best 
in the field is still Dorothy Baruch's My Body and How It Works (published 1935). But 
Dr. Novikoff's book falls far short of meeting that need. The best one can say for it 
is that it meets both of the factors that characterize Young World Books- a modern 
approach and social awareness - but meets them on what we feel is a wrong plane. There 
is a phony kind of simplification, which isn't simplification at all, but remains at 
college level in detail, approach and emotional content, while the format suggests a 
below-teen level. Even the completely adjusted mature and science-minded youngster 
would find much of the vocabulary beyond his reach. He would enjoy the scope of the 
factual content, the interesting historical and biographical material, the social notes, 
the curious bits of information. But for the average adolescent, it would be an unwise 
selection. The principal faults are serious. The author fails almost wholly to reach 
down to the needs of the averase 12 to 15 year old, with his lack of factual background. 
The book opens with a rather sensational description of the use of a Geiger counter in 
a thyroid cancer operation. This pathological approach is used repeatedly to spark up 
subjects which we feel did not need the use of such emotionally unsound devices. The 
topic of menstruation is sufficiently interesting without the vivid details of how a 
section of uterus was grafted to a monkey's eyeball in order to observe the effect of 
the folliculer hormone out in the open. Likewise enzyme secretion is vital without 
the surgery of a piece of stomach sewn onto a dog's neck to drip secretions visibly. 
Vitamins sare discussed from the old medical school viewpoint, a negative rather than 
positive approach. Many of the topics, approached from the angle of body chemistry pre- 
supposes more knowledge of chemistry and allied science than most adults - certainly 
most young people- have, and it adds up to a bewildering mass of unassimilated informa- 
tion, too loosely tied together for practical applicationse... In format the book gives 
an immediate impression of color and liveliness, but further examination proved dis- 
appointing, and at times disagreeable, to this reader anyhow. fxamine before buying! 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Shurtleff, Bertrand THE LONG LASH Bobbs- Merrill 

| $2.50 

Shurtleff's books have had a continuous eppeal to boys and girls, and here is 
another that would fill that bill. This time he spotlights his canines against a back- 
grounc of Alaska and plenty of excitement. Two veterans, accompanied by their K-9 dogs, 
head for a placer gold claim. They tackle walrus, seal, ice-imprisonment, and two dirty- 
dealing villains, and with their last chance to prove their rights to the claim, they 
are pushed to a win by their four-footed friends. (Full report- P. 10) (Feb.) 


Freedman, Benedict & Nancy MRS. MIKE ; Cowerd, McCann 
$2075 
The Literary Guild selection for March should have a good deal of interest for 
older boys and girls, in contrast to the machinemade novels of the bulk market. The story 
of Kathy, brought up in Boston, and of her romance with Sergeant Mike of the Mounties, is 
told against a background of Calgary, back in 1907, a country in all its rawness, terror 
and fascination of the frontier. At 16, Kathy married Sergeant Mike and they went by 
dogsled caravan to Hudson's Hope. There, on Indian land, she found that Indian customs 
were practically a cataclysm, that toothpulling, pregnancy and a forest fire added less- 
ons the hard way. A tightwoven Northern life tapestry is rent when an epidemic takes her 
two children, but a visit back to Boston restored her values and she returned to Mike, 
and the North, knowing that there lay her life. The story carries through to 1918. It 
has the feel of the factual books and skips custom-teilored plotting. (For full report, 
see P, 5) (2/28) 
























Januery 15, 1947 Fiction for Young People, cont'd. " ~34. 


Walker, Mildred THE QUARRY Harcourt, sete 
3.00 
The story of a Vermont household from the period just ahead of the Civil War 
(when it was a station on the Underground) through to the World War. The central figure 
is a boy at the start, youngest of three sons. When his brother John was killed, he 
tried to enlist, but was turned down as under age. There's a hard-bitten, pious father, 
a mother who attempts to pour oil on troubled waters, even when her Virginian daughter- 
in-lew is at odds with her husband. There's Easy, at first a terrified Negro child, 
later virtually one of the family. There's the story of Brown University and young 
Lyman's brief stay there. And there's a love story that doesn't reach the happy ending 
one could wish. Good period and regional gh with moch in it that will appeal to 


young people. (For full report see P. 5) (2/6 











Farealle, Dana THE MAGNIFICENT BARB Messner 
$2.50 (7) 
* A good yarn in the boy-and-horse school, the setting Georgia and the rundown 


plantation of the Fitzgeralds, where the Irish heart of old Sean seems intensified in 
his grandchildren. To Kevin and his sister, Cleena, horses were their dream, particu- 
lerly for Kevin, a horse in a picture, white-footed winner, the Barb. Then he finds 
his prototype, in a gypsy caravan; he sees the thoroughbred behind the ribs and the 
sores. How he secured the horse for his own, how he brought him back to health, how 
the Barb won for his young owner the chance for e future of the plantation, all is en- 
gagingly told. And there's a romance, too. (For full report, see Pe 6.) (3/1) 





Allis, Marguerite WATER OVER THE DAM Putnam 
. $3.00 

A story of the Farmington Canal project in Connecticut, and the stormy battle 
waged for its development and operation, a battle against greed and ignorance. Here, 
through the story of young Titus Todd and his checkered matrimonial career, is‘told the 
story of this unfamiliar phase of New Englend's history. Titus was in love with one of 
the Dickinson twins; the other one- who got into trouble- fooled him into marrying her- 
and later betrayed him and the Canal he had worked for. At the end, he and the girl he 
loved, found happiness. (For full report see P. 10) (2/14) 


Davis, Clyde Brion JEREMY BELL 3 Rinehart 
$2075 

Sam and Jeremy were chums, and still young enough to want to see a bit of the 
world defore settling down to a trade in the small town of Dawn's Mill. They had their 
fill of adventure and misadventure in the process. They hated the Chicago which had 
been a dream; they signed up with a lumber company, thinking to earn some money in a 
slack season, only to find themselves wage slaves in the early days of industrial peon- 
age, their futures mortgaged to the owners. They escape- are captured- break jail- and 
ride the rails to freedome Good reading in Hairbreadth Harry tradition. (For full 
report see P, 9) (2/27) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Jennings, John BOSTON Doubleday 
$3.50 
A regional book, tracing in vivid chronicle, private enterprise in Boston from 
the arrival of the first settlers to the departure of the British soldiers in 1776. He 
writes of daring Yankee skippers, of brutal pirates, gentleman smugglers, Boston's role 
in the slave trade, the evolution of the "codfish aristocracy", the mushroom growth of 
town and porte Then came the time when the Boston merchants had to shoot their way out. 
The Cradle of Liberty was lined with merchants' balance sheets. There's an eyewitness 
quality in his reporting which makes it extraordinarily good reading. For those to whom 
American history is fresh, this will add some spice to stereotyped pages. And give im- 
petus to some independent thinking. (For full report see P. 26). (3/6) 
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LOOK. Editors of THE STORY OF THE FBI Dutton 
A 
$3075 


This is the official picture history of the FBI, a biography in prose and photo- 


graphs, with an introduction by J. Edgar Hoover, The text tells how a special agent is 
trained; how a crime is solved, with the many laboratory techniques; a few famous cases 
and personalities. Then there's the work during the war against spies and saboteurs. 
And the role of the FBI in the future. (Full report see P. 27.) (3/7) 


Jaeger, Ellsworth EASY CRAFTS Macmillan 
$1.95 
Primarily for group leaders, though entirely usable by an individual, here is 
a variety of the how-to-make projects, mostly on the inexpensive side. All kinds of 
printing, decorative objects, collecting and mounting, baskets, trays, bags, masks, 
sandals, pottery and ceramics, weaving, etc., with diagrams facing the objects to be 
made, so that directions can be followed easily. Materials necessary for each item 
are listed, pertinent facts about materials indicated, all in all a combination in- 
door-outdoor directory for manual skills. (Reported originally for Fall.) (2/18) 


Va rin-Marie WIND ALOFT, WIND ALOW Scribner 
$3.50 
Something for the open sea enthusiast, this account of two trips across the 
Atlantic, one in Winnibdelle, sailing, the second in Arielle, by power, both single- 
handed. A modest account, filled with details of distance cruising, the precision of 
arrangements, choice and outfitting of boats, the actual experience of solo traveling. 
This will fill quite a need, for with the war this type of personal adventure has 
naturally been missing, and although the voyages are mid-1930's, the experiences,- 
ocean travel in small craft- have their own special appeal for their special audience. 
Illustrated with photographs, drawings, paintings. (Full report see P. 20) (Jan. 1) 


Iselin, Fred & Spectorsky, A.C. INVITATION TO SKIING Simon & Schuster 
$3.00 

If it is possible to learn to ski from a book, this book should do the trick. 
The collaboration provides both expert technical and factual data, with presentation by 
an “amateur” who still remembers the difficulties. He has made his text clear from the 
"how-to" angle, and entertaining reading. [Every movement described is photographed, or 
illustrated by diagram or drawing. The method is the Arlberg method, which- the authors 
say- is especially adapted to the open slope downhill skiing most generally popular in 
this country. (For full report see P. 19.) (Publ.) 


Titles from juvenile listing that young people would ltke 


Ish-Kishor, Judith ADVENTURES IN PALESTINE (Messner) Reported P. 31 


Calt, Tom HOW TH@ UNITED NATIONS WORKS (Crowell) Reported P. 32. 








